U3A Shoalhaven (Third age of learning Inc.)
5/48 Berry Street Nowra NSW 2541

Tel: (02) 4424 0216
ABN: 85 532 879 658
Email: shoalhaven.uni3a@gmail.com
Website: shoalhaven.u3anet.org.au
Date and Time
Location

2pm Thursday 18 November 2021
CWA 39 Berry Street Nowra

MINUTES U3A SHOALHAVEN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
1

Apologies
Karin Smith, Lorraine Ellicott, Judy Potter, Terry Crockford, Peter Eales, Kim Cartledge
Attendees – as per ‘Sign-in Attendance Log’

2

Minutes of previous Annual General Meeting – 19 November 2020
(Copy available for all attendees)
Motion that the minutes be accepted.
Moved Eric Courtney and Seconded Di Mason. Motion Carried

3

Business Arising from Previous Minutes
Point 6. Andrew and Denise Stevens have not received a copy of the revised Constitution as
promised. Warren Mason will ensure this is done.
Denis Simond asked if the amended Constitution has been Registered with Fair Trading. Warren
said he ‘believed so’ and later confirmed the fact.

4

President’s Report (copy available for all attendees)
Warren Mason highlighted some of the report content: the ‘stand out’ features of U3A Shoalhaven –
exceptional Website; tenacity of the organisation, to ‘keep on keeping on’ through challenges, and
array of activities provided over the 3 key areas – Education, Physical Activity and Socialisation.
Warren expressed his heartfelt thanks to the members, tutors/activity leaders and management
committee. In his vision for the future, Warren spoke of the need to stay ‘nimble’, and ensure the
activities offered remain relevant for current members and attract new ones.
Patrick De Gabriele asked how many current members in U3A Shoalhaven (approximately 400), and
the proportion without an email address (about 10%).
Nicholas Otter remarked on the importance of, keeping the balance right, in the three sectors of
Education, Physical Activity and Socialisation, when developing the Activity Program in 2022.

5

Treasurer’s Report (copy available for all attendees)
Warren Mason emphasised the goal, as a not for profit organisation, to finish each year slightly ‘in
the black’. We have been able to weather the Covid lockdown storm because previous committees
had built up a reasonable reserve ‘for a rainy day’.
Treasurer: Helen Benefer moved the report be accepted. Seconded Colin Bell. Motion carried.

6

Confirmation of appointment of auditors for 2022
Denise Stevens (to continue in this role) and Graeme Cord (retired accountant has joined the team)

7

Election of Management Committee
Returning Officer Colin Bell
There being only one nomination received for each position, no elections were required.
President

Warren Mason

Vice President
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Webmaster
Secretary
Activities Coordinator
Publicity Officer
Regional Representative
Committee Members
8

Terry Crockford
Helen Benefer
Timothy Billington
Peter Eales
Lorraine Ellicott
Eric Courtney
Glennis Brooking
Denis Simond, Karin Smith, Kimberley Cartledge, Patrick De Gabriele

Recommendations and suggestions by the membership for consideration by the incoming
Management Committee
*Glennis Brooking would like to see the Strategic Plan developed further
*Andrew Stevens commented, if the drive is to get more participants in each course, this would
necessitate getting bigger rooms than those rented by U3A Shoalhaven. Warren Mason explained,
the courses with smaller numbers – up to 10 and 25 for each room at 48 Berry Street, are utilised
first. Otherwise, premises able to hold a larger capacity are hired. Mainly CWA, as well as Senior
Citizens in Nowra. The income generated from the larger groups means venue hire is generally
covered by the extra income per session. Venues are used in other locations - Huskisson, Berry,
Culburra. Glennis Brooking, mentioned appropriated sized rooms having been offered to U3A free
of charge at the University Campus, and Osborne House.
*Andrew Stevens expressed his hope of ZOOM being used infrequently in the future. Warren
Mason agreed, but Zoom will be kept, ‘just in case’ having been invaluable to enable some activities
and committee meetings to continue during ‘Lockdown’.
The Meeting closed at 2.50pm
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